


 

 

 

"Women within the trade sector are not visible enough, therefore it is not an option to 
many", says 19-year-old Elena Dangel. This wants to be changed by her and her sister 
Franziska: under the synonym "Handwerksschwestern", the two young women share 
their work routine as aspiring plumbers with 1700 followers on Instagram.  
 
The decision to start working at their parents' company Dangel-Metall in 
Lenningen/Esslingen was quite spontaneous, as the older sister Franziska stated. At that 
point, she had already finished her bachelor degree in business administration and her 
younger sister was close to being finished with her A-levels. Both want to work as 
plumbers later on, but both have chosen different paths to get there: Franziska started 
an apprenticeship in 2018, Elena decided to sign up for a dual study program in 
business administration with a focus on handcraft - practical training included - a year 
ago. 
 
Many women do not have the courage to start an apprenticeship in a trade, "because it 
is still known as a man's business and many women are still frightened by the physical 
work", says Franziska Dangel. Although both sisters received a lot of support from their 
family and friends, they both had doubts. "We both have high demands on ourselves 
even though we are the daughters of the company management", states Elena. But the 
initial doubts are blown away, today. 
After her first phase of practical training, Elena is sure: "In crafts, women can achieve as 
much as their male colleagues." 
 
When thinking about plumbing, most people automatically associate it with sanitation. 
But that is just a small part of their work routine as the sisters explain. On construction 
sides, roof cladding and metal facades are a lot more common. 
 
Their plans for their future are certain: after they have done their craft master, they 
want to take over the company of their parents. And that women become more visible 
within the trade sector is still on their list. 
 
"Many students do not know what they want to do after school - you need to present 
the joy right away", says Elena. 
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